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WASHINGTON PUBLIC BACCALAUREATE ADMISSION STANDARDS
Policy!

The Washington public baccalaureate admission standards policies for first-year, transfer and
graduate and professional students are designed to ensure students are well-prepared to be
successful in achieving their postsecondary educational goals.

The admission standards policy at a minimum must include, per RCW 28B.77.020(7)(a):

e A requirement that coursework in American Sign Language or an American Indian
language satisfies any requirement for instruction in a language other than English that is
established as a general undergraduate admission requirement.

e Encouragement of the use of multiple measures to determine whether a student must enroll
in a precollege course, such as placement tests, the SAT/ACT, high school transcripts,
college transcripts, or initial class performance.

For additional a summary of the legislative background, policy review and revisions, see

Appendix B.

FIRST-YEAR STUDENT ADMISSION STANDARDS POLICY

The First-Year Student Admissions Policy applies to first-year students defined, for the purposes of
this Policy, as students who:

e Earn a high school diploma or equivalent, and

e Enroll in college with fewer than 40 quarter /26 semester credits of college-level

coursework, or

e Enroll in college with 40 or more quarter/26 or more semester hours of college-level
credit or an Associate’s degree and enter a public baccalaureate institution directly from
high school.

Running Start and other dual-credit earning students must still meet the minimum college admission
standards. All students who answer yes to at least one of the following statements are considered

first-year students:

1. | plan to enter college in the summer or fall after graduating from high school.

! Except where noted, these policies are currently in effect for all first-year students applying to Washington public baccalaureate
institutions.
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2. | participated in a Washington recognized dual credit program where | earned college
credit while in high school, and | plan to enter college directly after graduating from high
school (regardless of how many college credits | have earned or will earn or if | have
earned an Associate’s degree while in high school).

3. | have never attended college since leaving high school, regardless of my age or whether
| ever graduated.

1.1 FIRST-YEAR STUDENT ADMISSION PoOLICY

Students enrolling in a Washington public baccalaureate institution must meet at a minimum the
following college /university admission requirements:

e A 2.0 high school grade point average; and

e Completion of College Academic Distribution Requirements (CADRs).

Minimum Grade Point Average

Students must attain a minimum, non-weighted cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0
scale. Graduates of high schools not using a grading system would be exempt from the GPA
minimum requirement but must submit equivalent measures of performance as determined by the
college or university.

Course Requirements

The College Academic Distribution Requirements (see Appendix A) are the minimum number of
high school credits required in six subject areas students must earn to be eligible for non-
alternative admission consideration by public baccalaureate institutions.

The school district is responsible for determining which of its high school courses meet CADR
guidelines, and for ensuring those courses are identified with "B" designations on students'
transcripts. Students should consult with their local high school to obtain complete information
about CADRs.

If a baccalaureate institution raises a question about a specific course, the Washington Student
Achievement Council (WSAC) will work with the district and the baccalaureate institution to reach
a resolution.

Students, in general, earn one credit by completing one full academic year of coursework. School

districts may use alternative scheduling that permits students to earn a full credit in a given subject
area in less than a single academic year. School districts may also use mastery-based assessments
to award credit.
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College credit equivalents may be used for CADR credits not earned in high school. Dual enrolled
students who complete five quarter credits or three semester credits of college-level coursework
have earned the equivalent of one CADR credit.

In addition, pre-college courses in English and math may be equivalent to CADR courses provided
they are designed to meet the same learning outcomes as the high school course for which they
substitute.

e 5 college quarter credits = 1 CADR credit.

e 3 college semester credits = 1 CADR credit

Finally, students are encouraged to take a minimum of three credits of CADR courses each year of
high school, including the senior year. A brief overview of CADRs is provided below with more
details, including how they can be met in high school as well as in college, in Appendix A.

English Language Arts (4 Credits)

Four credits of English language arts are required. Must include three credits of college
preparatory coursework, including literature and composition (may include Bridge to College
English). One credit of elective English may be included.

Mathematics (3 Credits)

Three credits of mathematics are required. These credits must include Algebra |, Geometry, and
Algebra |l or Integrated Math |, Integrated Math Il, and Integrated Math lll, or higher level
mathematics.

Senior Year Math-based Quantitative Course

Students are required to take a math-based quantitative course during their senior year. This
requirement is to ensure students continue to participate in rigorous math during their senior year,
a main predictor of postsecondary success. Examples of a math-based quantitative course include
additional math (such as Bridge to College Mathematics, statistics or applied math), algebra-
based science, math-based career and technical courses, or AP computer science. Students who
have completed math beyond Algebra Il or Integrated Math lll, prior to the senior year, are
exempt from this requirement.

Science (3 Credits)

Three credits of science are required. 2 Two credits must be earned in lab courses, including one
algebra-based course and one course in biology, chemistry or physics. A single course may meet
multiple requirements. For example, a biology, chemistry, or physics course may also be lab-

2 Science credit requirement will increase to 3 credits, including 2 lab, by 2021, in alignment with changes to high
school graduation requirements.
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based. Note: Three credits are now required beginning with students entering college in summer
or fall of 2021. The third credit does not need to be lab-based.

Social Sciences (3 Credits)

Three credits of social sciences are required. These credits must be earned in history or any of the
social sciences. Examples include anthropology, contemporary world problems, economics,
geography, government, political science, psychology, or sociology.

World Languages (2 Credits)

Two credits of the same world language are required. Examples include Spanish, French,
Japanese, American Sign Language, and American Indian languages. Additional World
Language coursework is encouraged. Some institutions will require three credits to meet college
graduation requirements.

Arts (1 Credit)

One credit of art is required. This credit must be earned in fine, visual, or performing arts.
Substitution of one credit from another CADR subject area is allowed. However, some institutions
limit the waiver—students should check with the admissions offices at the institutions to which they

plan to apply.

1.2 ALTERNATE FIRST-YEAR STUDENT ADMISSION PoOLICY

First-year students may be admitted under the alternative admission policy. There are two options
within the alternative first-year student admission policy to admit students who may not meet the
1.1 First-Year Students Admission Policy.

Option 1: Alternate First-Year Student Admission Standards

All students are eligible under Option 1. A first-year student must meet all the following
standards:

1. Follow the institution’s test-optional policy or be granted a waiver of the assessment
requirement;

2. Submit a transcript showing achievement of a 2.0 high school grade point average or a
passing score on a Washington approved high school equivalency test;3

3. Complete high school course requirements as required in the 1.1 First-Year Students
Admission Policy, with no more than three CADR credits waived; and

3 Details about high school equivalency tests: http://sbctc.edu/public/y hse.aspx
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4. Present evidence of success outside the classroom and strong motivation to succeed in
college as determined by the college or university.

Option 2: Alternate First Year Student Admission Standards

Only students 25 or older who enter a baccalaureate institution are eligible under Option 2. An
applicant 25 years of age or older who is seeking initial enrollment to a public baccalaureate
institution as a first-year student may be offered admission if the student meets at a minimum two
of the following requirements:

1. Follow the institution’s test-optional policy or be granted a waiver of the assessment

requirement.

2. Submit a transcript showing the achievement of a 2.5 high school grade point average or
a passing score on a Washington approved high school equivalency test.

3. Write an essay demonstrating critical thinking and communication skills.

4. Present evidence of success outside the classroom and strong motivation to succeed in
college as determined by the college or university.

FIRST-YEAR ADMISSION POLICIES, PROCESSES AND PRACTICES

Holistic Assessment of Applications for Admission

Each Washington public baccalaureate institution considers the whole student in the admissions
review process. This is referred to as holistic assessment of applications for admissions (holistic
admissions). Holistic admissions consider grades, courses — both the type and the level at which
taken - and assessments, along with other information to make an admissions decision. This may
include leadership in activities outside of the school environment or other examples a student may
provide. For more information see Appendix D.

The First-Year Student Admission Standards Policy aligns with institutional holistic admissions in the

following ways.

e Every application goes through a holistic assessment process, even if the student applying
has not met the admissions standards policy.

e If a student has not met the College Academic Distribution requirements, the student can
still be offered provisional acceptance to an institution and make up coursework in the first

year of college.

e Students have flexibility within the standards. For more information see 1.2 Alternate First-

Year Student Admission Policy
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Test Optional Policies Regarding Admissions Exams

Beginning fall 2021, all of Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions are permanently SAT
and ACT test optional. Students will not be penalized during the admissions process nor will
student eligibility for institutional supported scholarships, course placement or admissions to Honors
programs be impacted due to the absence of a SAT or ACT standardized test score. If a student
chooses to submit official SAT or ACT test score, the scores must be sent directly to the college or
university to which a student is applying. For more information see Appendix D.

Test-optional policies must be implemented consistently and fairly. Test-optional policies may
include, but not be limited, to the following.

Test Optional: Students may choose to submit test scores to strengthen an application. Submission
of a test scores does not disadvantage or advantage students in the admission review process if a
student chooses not to submit. In place of a test score, students who choose to apply as test-
optional will be required to submit additional and alternative measures of college readiness.

Test Blind: Test scores are not looked at or considered at any point in the admissions review
process, even if a student chooses to submit a test score. No additional, alternative measure of
college readiness is required in place of a test score.

Test Not Required: Test scores are not considered in the admissions review process, even if a
student chooses to submit a test score (see test blind above). However, test scores are considered
for placement, entry into Honors program, and/or scholarship awards.

Test-optional policies MAY include the use of other measures of college readiness such as
successful completion of dual credit coursework or exams, or scores on high school college
readiness assessments.

However, it is not required that institutions include additional measures of college-readiness. The
multiple high school graduation pathway options established in HB 1599 and offered to students
in Washington allow for different ways to assess college readiness, enabling Washington public
baccalaureate institutions to adopt institutional assessment polices.

Historically, the SAT/ACT was a small consideration in the holistic review process when compared
to curriculum quality and performance in courses. Adopting test-optional policies allows institutions
to focus on factors more predictive of postsecondary success, such as a student’s GPA and
academic history.

Institutions must provide a copy of SAT and ACT exam policies for admissions to the Washington
Student Achievement Council prior to changes to an existing policy or implementation of a new

policy.
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Guaranteed Admissions

Some of Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions have guaranteed admissions policies in
place. When a student meets a set of institutionally identified criteria, a student is guaranteed
admission to the baccalaureate institution. Students must apply to the institution and complete
additional steps as required by the college or university. While policies differ by institution, all

W ashington public baccalaureate institution guaranteed admissions programs require students to
complete course requirements and earn a GPA above the minimum GPA required in the First-Year
Admission Standards Policy to be eligible for guaranteed admissions. For more information see
Appendix D.

Challenging and Advanced Coursework in High School

Washington'’s public baccalaureate institutions believe college is for everyone that wants to go.
College requires preparation, commitment and organization. Preparation for college includes
participation and completion of challenging and advancing high school curriculum. Advanced
courses are a way students can explore the intersection of their academic and personal interests
and begin to prepare for life after high school and develop a sense of self.

Together Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions recognize multiple high school paths and
programs which provide:

¢ College and preparatory college experiences for students in high school.

e Emphasize the role and value of learning.

e Support access to, enrollment in and successful completion of rigorous coursework in high
school.

e Address issues of equity and access.

e Encourage intentional participation, through unbiased student focused advising in
alignment with a student’s personal, career and educational goals and interests with an
emphasis on learning and fit, including academic readiness, preparation and student post-
high school goals.

Students are encouraged to enroll and complete the most rigorous, quality and relevant high
school curriculum a student is ready and prepared to undertake, taking full advantage of the
diverse options available throughout middle and high school. Washington’s public baccalaureate
institutions look at the whole student and a student’s journey up to the point a student applies to
one of the state’s public baccalaureate institutions.

Admissions to college is competitive. It is strongly encouraged students aim to earn at a minimum
three credits of CADR courses each year of high school, including in the senior year.

Dual Credit

Dual credit is one of many opportunities for exposure, experience and preparation for college in
high school. Dual credit programs provide students with an introduction to college including
coursework, study habits, college culture, course content and expectations. Washington’s public
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baccalaureate institutions do NOT prioritize one dual credit program (i.e., Running Start, College
in the High School (CiHS), Career Technical Education (CTE) Dual credit, Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB) or Cambridge International (Cl)) over another in the admissions
review process.

Dual credit programs offer a pathway between K-12 and higher education that gives students a
strong start in their first year of college.

Dual Credit Concurrent Enrollment Courses

Dual credit concurrent enrollment programs provide an opportunity for students to enroll both in
high school and college. Credit is earned at the same time for the college course from a college
or university and recorded on a student’s high school transcript as high school credit. In
Washington, concurrent enrollment programs include Running Start, CiHS and CTE Dual Credit.
Students participating in dual credit concurrent enrollment programs are required to meet the
CADR requirement regardless of the number of college credits earned.

College-level courses may substitute for CADRs. A college-level course is defined as a course that
is 100-level or above. Dual credit concurrent enrollment students who complete five quarter
credits or three semester credits of college-level coursework earn the equivalent of one CADR
credit.

e 5 college quarter credits = 1 CADR credit.

e 3 college semester credits = 1 CADR credit

Pre-college courses in English and math may be equivalent to CADR courses provided the course is
designed to meet the same learning outcomes as the high school course for which the course
substitutes. However, it is important to note pre-college courses are NOT transferable to a college
or university.

Mastery-Based Assessment

Mastery-based credit is earned through mastery-based learning as defined in WAC 180-51-
051, “students advance upon demonstrated mastery of content; competencies include explicit,
measurable, transferable learning objectives that empower students; assessments are meaningful
and a positive learning experience for students; students receive rapid, differentiated support
based on their individual learning needs; and learning outcomes emphasize competencies that
include application and creation of knowledge along with the development of important skills and
dispositions.”

Mastery-based credit by Washington public baccalaureate institutions is awarded solely based
on a high school student meeting a preset level of proficiency on a set of standards regardless of
the time required to meet the standard.

Mastery-based assessments use evidence a student has acquired the skills and knowledge
equivalent to what would be expected after completing a course. Mastery-based assessments are
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an alternative to the traditional path of completing a course or credit through “seat time.”
Assessments of students’ mastery may be used to establish course or credit completion.

Instead of letter grades, terms may be used to describe mastery. These terms may include met
standard, exceeded standard, or not met standard. Students may earn mastery-based credit
without completing a course by demonstrating proficiency of knowledge acquired outside of a
classroom setting.

For mastery-based learning resources see Appendix C.
World Languages

High school students may meet the CADR World Language requirement by passing a district-
approved mastery assessment consistent with the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines.

Course Equivalencies or Two-for-One Courses

Course equivalencies or two-for-one courses may be used to fulfill CADR course or credit
requirements. A two-for-one course is a single course that fulfills more than one high school
graduation requirement.

An example of a course equivalency is the Principles of Technology course, which may count as
both a lab science and Occupational Education.

Middle School Courses

Students may meet high school requirements with courses completed in middle school, provided
the courses are: (1) part of a sequence which is successfully continued in high school, or (2) the
course is included on the high school transcript as a high school level course.

An example of middle school course that would meet the requirement is Spanish | and Spanish |I
completed in middle school and Spanish lll and Spanish IV completed in high school.

TRANSCRIPT DESIGNATIONS

Washington Administrative Code (WAC 392-415-070) requires standardized high school
transcripts include a “B” designation for courses that meet or satisfy WSAC “core course

requirements.”

Because the term core course may have different meanings depending upon context, College
Academic Distribution Requirements are used to describe courses that meet the WSAC First-Year
Admissions Standards Policy and, therefore, should carry the “B” designation on the transcript.

It is the responsibility of each school district to determine which of its high school courses meet
CADR guidelines and to ensure the “B” designations are transcribed on students’ transcripts.
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The following exceptions are allowed:

e The senior year math-based quantitative course may have a “Q” designation.

e The “V” designation is used for students who graduated in 2020 and were granted a
waiver for a specific course during the COVID-19 pandemic school closures, indicating no
grade earned and no credits earned because “course credit requirement waived under
the State Board of Education COVID-19 waiver program.” The waiver is used to waive
the total credits attempted by a student for a specific course. The waiver cannot be used
to waive partial credits.

TRANSFER STUDENT ADMISSION STANDARDS PoOLICY

2.1 TRANSFER ADMISSION PoLICY

The transfer admissions policy applies to students defined, for the purposes of this Policy, as
students who:

e Enter college with 40 or more quarter credits/26 or more semester credits of college-level
coursework. Credits or an Associate’s degree earned as part of a Washington dual credit
program do not meet this requirement.

Students who have attended any college since leaving high school are transfer students.

Transfer students should reach out to potential transfer institutions for information and
requirements for admission. For state-level transfer resources see Appendix C.

GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL ADMISSION STANDARDS PoLICY

3.1 GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL ADMISSION PoLicY

Students seeking admission to a graduate or a professional degree program at a Washington
public baccalaureate institution must meet at a minimum the following college or university
admission requirements:

e A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 (or equivalent measures of performance if a graduate
of an institution with no grading system) for those credits earned at the institution
awarding the bachelor’s degree.

o Note: Students may have earned credits used towards a bachelor’s degree from
multiple institutions. The 3.0 GPA requirement only requires that the cumulative
GPA be reviewed from the degree granting institution.

o If astudent’s cumulative GPA from the degree granting institution is lower than a
3.0 and the student has credits earned from multiple institutions, the student’s GPA
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may automatically be recalculated to include additional transcripts. If this
recalculation results in a 3.0, the student has met the minimum GPA requirement. If
this recalculation does not result in a 3.0, students can still be admitted using
Alternate Standards — see section 3.2.

AND

Earned a bachelors degree from a nationally recognized postsecondary institution with
institutional accreditation from the following approved accreditation agencies or
equivalent for international institutions: Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior
Colleges (ACCJC) Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Higher Learning
Commission (HLC), Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE), New England
Commission of Higher Education (NECHE), Northwest Commission on Colleges and
Universities (NWCCU), Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC) or WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC)
college or university.

3.2 ALTERNATE GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL ADMISSION PoLICY

Students may be admitted to a graduate or a professional degree program under the alternative

admission policy. There are two options within the alternative graduate student admission policy

to admit students who may not meet the 3.1 Graduate and Professional Admission Policy.

Option 1: Alternate Admission Standards for students who do not meet the minimum GPA requirement

Students who do not meet the minimum 3.0 GPA graduate or professional program requirement

may be admitted as determined by the college or university department or program. Programs

can determine their own agreed upon method of assessment for alternate standard admissions,

but the student must meet at a minimum one of the following requirements.

1.

2.

Submit satisfactory scores on the GRE, GMAT, or other approved test.
Write an analytical essay demonstrating critical thinking skills.

Write a statement of intent demonstrating a level of knowledge and intellectual maturity
appropriate to the proposed field of graduate study.?

Present evidence of professional success in a field relevant to the proposed area of study.

Complete an admissions interview either in-person or via phone or web.

Successful completion of a provisional period of enrollment based on conditional
admissions.

4 Note: An analytical essay typically is focused on a student’s academic pursuits and interest, while a
statement of intent includes information about a student’s personal journey.
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Option 2: Alternate Admission Standards for students who do not have a bachelor’s degree from a
nationally recognized postsecondary institution with institutional accreditation, but who have
significant professional experience

Students with increasingly responsible professional experience in the field for which they are
applying may be admitted to a Washington public baccalaureate graduate or professional
program. The student must meet at a minimum three of the following requirements.

1. Submit a transcript showing 100 level course work or higher with the achievement of a 3.0
grade point average for at least 90 quarter hours or 60 semester hours.

2. Submit satisfactory scores on the GRE, GMAT, or other approved test.
3. Write an analytical essay demonstrating critical thinking skills.

4. Write a statement of intent demonstrating a level of knowledge and intellectual maturity
appropriate to the proposed field of graduate study.

5. Complete an admissions interview either in-person or via phone or web.

6. Successful completion of a provisional period of enrollment based on conditional
admissions.

7. Present evidence of professional success in a field relevant to the proposed area of study.

GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL ADMISSION POLICIES, PRACTICES AND
PROCESSES

Bachelor of Applied Science Degrees

Washington’s graduate and professional degree programs recognize Bachelor of Applied
Science (BAS) degrees earned at a Washington community or technical community college.
Bachelor of Applied Science degrees are evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the graduate or
professional degree program or department for admissions.

ANNUAL ADMISSION STANDARDS POLICY REVIEW PROCESS

In recognition of the changing educational landscape prompted by COVID-19, the WSAC
Admissions Standards Policy will undergo a full review process with WSAC and all stakeholders
as required in RCW 28B.77.020(7)(a) on an annual basis beginning in spring 2021 and ending in
spring 2023. After spring 2023, the review will take place semi-annually (every other year).

Considerations for the spring 2022 review include:

e Increased data and reporting to understand if the policy is meeting its intended purpose.
Questions include:
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o Do all students in Washington have access to CADRs?

0 How many students in Washington are graduating high school and meeting the
CADRs? Are there disparities by student demographics such as race/ethnicity,
income, or location (rural /urban/suburban)?

0 How many students are admitted to Washington's public baccalaureate institutions
using alternate standards? Are there any postsecondary outcome differences for
these students?

Streamlining the identification of CADR coursework for school districts and
colleges/universities. Issues include:

o The need for a statewide, uniform data base where school districts enter CADR

information.

o Easier access to student transcripts for colleges/universities.
Accounting for interdisciplinary coursework and mastery-based transcripts.

Woashington is developing a Profile of a Graduate (SSB 5249) to inform high school
graduation requirements in the future, which in turn may be something to consider in future
admissions policy.

For the Graduate Admission Policy, consider developing guidance and standards
addressing 3+2, 4+1, and dual-degree programs.
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APPENDIX A: COLLEGE ACADEMIC DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS

ENGLISH—4 CREDITS

Four credits of English language arts are required. Must include three credits of college preparatory coursework, including
literature and composition (may include Bridge to College English). One credit of elective English may be included.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework Meeting the CADRs through college coursework

4 credits of English are required. College students who have not met the English requirement

e  Mustinclude 3 credits of college preparatory may do so by completing one of the following:

coursework, including literature and composition e  Pre-college English coursework that would prepare
o May include Bridge fo College English. a student for college level composition or literature
(typically the highest level pre-college course at a

e May include 1 credit of elective English given institution).

'[xamp(es:- E"g!l?h grude? 9-12, creative writing, e Any college-level course with an English or writing
journalistic writing, English as a Second Language refix
(ESL), drama as literature, public speaking, debate, prefix.

or husiness English.

Not accepted: Remedial or applied courses, acting, basic
English skills, developmental reading, library, newspaper
staff, vocabulary, yearbook or annual.

Note
English as a Second Language (ESL) courses will only count as elective credit. ESL courses include both high school and colle ge
English courses taken in countries where English is not the primary language of instruction.
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MATHEMATICS—3 CREDITS

Three credits of mathematics are required. These credits must include Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra Il or Integrated Math I,
Integrated Math II, and Integrated Math 111, or higher-level mathematics.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework Meeting the CADRs through college coursework

3 credits of mathematics are required. Must include either of | College students who have not met the mathematics
the following 2 options: requirement may do so by completing one of the following:

e  Pre-college math coursework that would prepare a

e | credit each of Algebra I, geometry, and Algebra A :
student for college Algebra, typically intermediate

Il (intermediate algebra).

algebra (Math&98).
e 3 credits of Integrated Math (Integrated Math 1, 11,
and 111) o  Mathematics courses with intermediate algebra as a
prerequisite (see exceptions below). This includes
Note any higher-level mathematics courses such as
Successful completion of math beyond Algebra Il or elementary functions, pre-calculus, calculus, and
Integrated Math 11l meets both the math and senior year beyond.

quantitative credit requirements.

Not accepted: philosophy, bridge to college math, logic,
statistics, or computer science

SENIOR YEAR MATH-BASED QUANTITATIVE COURSE

Students are required to take a math-based quantitative course during their senior year. This requirement is fo ensure students
continue to participate in rigorous math during their senior year, a main predictor of postsecondary success. Examples of a math-
based quantitative course include additional math (such as Bridge to College Mathematics, statistics or applied math), algebra-
based science, math-based career and technical courses, or AP computer science. Students who have completed math beyond
Algebra Il or Integrated Math 111, prior to the senior year, are exempt from this requirement.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework Meeting the CADRs through college coursework

This requirement can be met by taking one of the following: | Any college level math-based quantitative course or a pre-
college math course that would prepare a student for college
e 1 credit of math equal to or beyond one of the algebra.
three required math credits.

e  (Quantitative course
Examples: statistics, advanced level of applied
math, or math-based career and technical courses.

e Algebra-based science course
Examples: chemistry, physics, or other science
courses that incorporate knowledge of algebra.

e AP computer science course A

e Bridge to College mathematics
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Note

Successful completion of math beyond Algebra Il or
Integrated Math 111, prior to senior year, meets both the
math and senior year quantitative credit requirements.

Examples: Pre-Calculus and beyond

SCIENCE—3 CREDITS

Three credits of science are required. Two credits must be earned in lab courses, including one algebra-based course and one

course in biology, chemistry or physics. The third credit does not need to be lab-based. A single course may meet multiple

requirements. For example, a biology, chemistry, or physics course may also be lab-based.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework
3 credits of laboratory science are required.

e 1 credit must be earned in an algebra-based
science course.

e | credit must be earned in biology, chemistry, or
physics.

e 1 additional science credit — does not need to he
lab-based

Some courses may fulfill more than one science requirement,
and if taken in the senior year, may also fulfill the senior
year math-based quantitative requirement (any algebra-
based science course).

Because some courses may meet both of the above
requirements, another lab science course may be acceptable
for the second credit.

To complete the second credit, students may take courses
identified by the school district as laboratory science
courses.

Examples: astronomy, physical science, environmental
science, geological science, genetics, astronomy, physiology,
or marine science.

Meeting the CADRs through college coursework

In general, comparable college courses may substitute for
CADRs not earned in high school. College science courses with a
lab will count toward the laboratory science requirement.

Examples: astronomy, atmospheric science, biological
structures, biology, botany, chemistry, environmental science
(but not environmental studies), genetics, human physiology,
anatomy, geology, oceanography, physical anthropology,
physical geography, physics, or zoology.
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WORLD LANGUAGES—2 CREDITS

Two credits of the same world language are required. Examples include Spanish, French, Japanese, American Sign Language, and
American Indian languages. Additional World Language coursework is encouraged. Some institutions will require three credits to
meet college graduation requirements.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework Meeting the CADRs through college coursework
2 credits are required in the same world language, Native In general, comparable college courses may substitute for
American language, or American Sign Language. CADRs not earned in high school. College students who earned
one credit of a world language in high school must complete
Examples: French, Spanish, Arabic, any American Indian the equivalent of a second credit of the same language in
language, American Sign Language (ASL), Latin, or ancient college.
Greek.
Note
World language credits earned in middle school may satisfy  College graduation requirements often include a third year of
this requirement if they are high school-level courses and the same world language.

indicated as such on the high school transcript.

Schools may award credit based on a district-approved
competency assessment consistent with the State Board of
Education sample policy, the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency
Guidelines, or the Washington State Seal of Biliteracy (RCW
28A.300.575).

The world language requirement will be considered satisfied
for applicants who complete their education through the
seventh grade in a school or schools (a) where English was
not the language of instruction and (b) in countries other
than Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, the United
Kingdom, or the United States.

Not accepted: other forms of sign language or computer
“languages.”

SOCIAL SCIENCE—3 CREDITS

Three credits of social sciences are required. These credits must be earned in history or any of the social sciences. Examples
include anthropology, contemporary world problems, economics, geography, government, political science, psychology, or

sociology.
Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework Meeting the CADRs through college coursework
3 credits are required in history or any of the social Examples: anthropology, economics, ethnic studies, history,
sciences. philosophy, political science, psychology, or sociology.
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Examples: world history, US history, anthropology,
contemporary world problems, economics, geography,
government, political science, psychology, or sociology.

Not accepted: courses in religion, consumer economics,
student government, or community service will not count
towards the requirement.

ARTS—1 CREDIT

One credit of art is required. This credit must be earned in fine, visual, or performing arts. Substitution of one credit from another

CADR subject area is allowed. However, some institutions limit the waiver—students should check with the admissions offices at

the institutions to which they plan to apply.

Meeting the CADRs through high school coursework

1 credit of art is required. Must be safisfied with either of
the following two options:

e 1 creditin the fine, visual, or performing arts.

e | credit beyond the minimum in any other CADR
subject area.

Examples: art appreciation, band, ceramics, choir, dance,
dramatics performance and production, drawing, fiber arts,
graphic arts, metal design, music appreciation, music theory,
orchestra, painting, photography, print making, or sculpture.

Not accepted- architecture, color guard, creative writing,
drafting, drill team, fashion design, interior design, sewing,
speech, web design or graphics, woodworking, and
yearbook.

Note

The UW and WWU specify that one-half credit of this
requirement must be in the fine, visual, or performing arts;
the other half may be either in the arts or in an academic
elective.

Meeting the CADRs through college coursework

Students can satisfy the arts requirement with any of the
following three options:

e 5 quarter credits or 3 semester credits in fine, visual,
or performing arts.

e 3 quarter credits or 2 semester credits in art, art
history, cinema/filmmaking, dance, music, or
photography.

e 3 quarter credits or 2 semester credits in drama,
except drama as literature courses.

Not accepred: courses in architecture are generally not
acceptable, except for those in architectural history.
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APPENDIX B: SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT AND THE
REVIEW AND REVISIONS OF THE ADMISSIONS STANDARDS POLICY

Legislative Context

The Washington Student Achievement Council, in accordance with RCW 28B.77.020(7)(a), sets
minimum college admission standards for Washington public baccalaureate institutions, in

collaboration with “appropriate state agencies and stakeholders,” including the State Board of
Education (SBE), the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), the State Board for
Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC), the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating
Board, and the four-year institutions of higher education, including the Council of Presidents

(COP).
The admissions standards policy must include at a minimum:

e A requirement that coursework in American Sign Language or an American Indian
language satisfies any requirement for instruction in a language other than English that is
established as a general undergraduate admission requirement.

e Encouragement of the use of multiple measures to determine whether a student must enroll
in a precollege course, such as placement tests, the SAT, high school transcripts, college
transcripts, or initial class performance.

Summary of Admissions Standard Policy Review and Revisions

e In 1994, admission standards policies were initially adopted by the Higher Education
Coordinating Board. Additional revisions were adopted in 1998, 2007, 2009 and 2010.

e In 2015, WSAC conducted a formal review and revision of the policy in collaboration with
COP, public baccalaureate provosts, registrars and admissions officers, SBE, SBCTC, ICW,
and OSPI. The primary goal of the 2015 revision was to foster alignment between K-12
assessment requirements, high school graduation requirements, and four-year public
college admission requirements, maintaining all admissions pathways in a single policy. To
achieve this goal, the following revisions were made:

0 Increase admission exam options by allowing for test-optional policies.

O Add a third credit in science to align with a change in the high school graduation
requirements. Does not need to be lab-based. (Effective summer and fall 2021).

o Add Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science as a course which may fulfill the
senior year quantitative math requirement. (Effective immediately in 2016.
Statutory change occurred in 2013. RCW 28A.230.097).

o Add language that Bridge to College English Language Arts may fulfill one credit
of literature, composition or elective English and Bridge to College Mathematics
may fulfill the senior year math-based quantitative course requirement.
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In 2020, in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the Admission Standards
Policy was revised in collaboration with WSAC, COP and public baccalaureate admissions
officers on March 31, 2020 and again on April 27, 2020 to allow for institutional
flexibility for academic years 2020-21 and 2021-22. The updated policy:
0 Removed the 15% cap for the number of first-year students that can be admitted
using alternate standards.
o Allowed institutions to go short-term test optional, test blind, or test not required
without submitting anything in writing to WSAC.

Additionally, the Graduate Admission Standards Policy was revised on November 23,
2020 to allow for institutional flexibility for academic years 2020-21 and 2021- 22. The
updated policy:

0 Removed the 10% cap for the number of graduate or professional degree
students that can be admitted to an entering class.

In spring 2021, the Admissions Standards Policy (Policy) underwent a full review process
with all key stakeholders. This review was inclusive of the full Policy, including
undergraduate, transfer, and graduate admissions. Key changes made to the Policy
included:
o First-Time Student Admissions Policy Standard
= Broadened the definition of test-optional polices to include test blind and
test not required and to allow for more student and institutional flexibility
by removing the requirement for alternative assessments in place of test
scores.
®=  Permanently removed the 15 percent cap for the number of first-year
students that can be admitted using alternate standards.

o Graduate and Professional Admissions Policy Standards
=  Permanently removed the 10 percent cap for the number of graduate or
professional degree students that can be admitted to an entering class.

o Additional context was added to the Policy to improve clarity and increase
understanding of the Policy and the admissions review processes for Washington’s
public baccalaureate institutions.

These changes were made permanent, in recognition of various factors:

o0 The long-term impact of COVID-19 on student course taking and learning
outcomes requires the need for permanent flexibility in the college admissions
review process.

0 Woashington’s public baccalaureate institutions have moved away from using a
quantitative approach, such as the Academic Index, in the admissions review
process, in favor of a holistic admissions approach. In holistic admissions a major
consideration is the depth and rigor of a student’s high school curriculum. The 15
percent cap for students to be admitted using alternative standards is an
increasingly arbitrary limit in the context of holistic admissions.
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APPENDIX C: ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Woashington Public Baccalaureate Institution Dual Credit Information

Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions believe dual credit is an opportunity for a high
school student to prepare for and gain experience for college while in high school. It is one form
of advanced high school coursework, among others, including advanced high school courses and
honors programs. More information about dual credit and Washington'’s public baccalaureate
institutions can be found here.

Washington Statewide Transfer Agreements

For more than 45 years Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions; community and technical
colleges; and private, nonprofit four--year colleges and universities have worked together to
provide students with clearly identified, direct pathways from two--to four--year institutions. *The
backbone of the transfer system in Washington state is the Direct Transfer Agreement (DTA)
associate degree, which generally satisfies the lower division general education requirements at
all of the state baccalaureate institutions and most of the private, nonprofit schools. The
collaboration that established the DTA also led to the development of the commonly accepted
Associate of Science —For more information on transfer, please visit the Washington Student
Achievement Council Transfer web page.

Washington K-12 Mastery-Based Learning

The State Board of Education (SBE) has mastery-based crediting rules and the Washington State

School Directors’ Association (WSSDA) provides sample policies and procedures for districts on

mastery-based credit, including and recommended assessment tools for World Language
assessment, as well as assessment processes for English Language Arts, Math, Science, Social
Studies, Physical Education and Health, and The Arts.
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Central
Washington

University
CwWu

Test Not Required. The SAT or ACT is not required of all

first-year applicants. However, these test scores are used
for placement in math and english courses. If students do
not send in test scores, they can take a placement test at

Orientation instead.

Applicants with a 2.50 - 2.99 cumulative GPA*
who have satisfied the CADR requirements will
be considered for admission through a
comprehensive review process, which takes into
consideration: high school GPA, high school
grade trends and course rigor. A personal
statement may be required.

Applicants with a 2.00 - 2.49 cumulative GPA*
who have satisfied the CADR requirements will
be considered for admission through a
comprehensive review process, which takes into
consideration: high school GPA, high school
grade trends and course rigor.

For those with a 2.00 - 2.49, a personal
statement is required. Applicants who do not
meet the CADR requirements will be considered
for admission through a comprehensive review
process which takes into consideration: high
school GPA, SAT or ACT test scores, personal
statement, high school grade trends and course
rigor.

Applicants with a 3.0
cumulative GPA or
higher* and have
satisfied the College
Academic Distribution
Requirements (or
CADR) requirements
have met the
admissions
requirements for CWU.
Applicants must
complete their
application prior to
February 1 for fall
quarter to guarantee
their admission and for
tuition scholarship
consideration. No
personal statement or
essay required.
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Eastern Washington | Test optional. Students don’t have to submit test scores, but if EWU will look at an applicant's grades from high | Students will be
University (EWU they choose not to, must submit an alternative. There are several | school and college, how hard their classes were, | automatically admitted
options and students only need to submit one: their senior year course schedule, and their test | they:

°a |iecommen<?|ation IetFer from a current teacher or counselor scores or test alternative. 1. Have a cumulative

. ewdenc? of rigorous high school coursework such as AP, 1B, CLEP, high school GPA of 3.0

or Cambridge courses . . )

« evidence of college success as an EWU Running Start student To be able to get into EWU, applicants must have | (or higher) on a 4.0

« evidence of college success as a Running Start Student at least a 2.0 cumulative GPA in high school and scale.

* evidence of college success as a College in the High School any applicable college work. 2. Complete a series of

student as demonstrated by GPAs of 2.5 for college-level English or required high school

2.5 for college-level math classes.

* official SAT or ACT scores submitted directly from the testing Students still have to

agency or recorded on an official high school transcript submit their

e unofficial SAT or ACT scores application, final

If students send test scores, EWU may use these scores in the .

scholarship selection process and as a placement tool for English transcripts (after

courses. graduation), and ACT or

EWU may also use test scores to better understand a student's SAT scores or

academic capabilities and potential for success as a scholar, alternative.

especially if the student's GPA is low or if they didn’t complete the

CADRs.

Evergreen Test-optional. Students don’t have to submit test scores, Applications will receive a holistic review by the Students will be

but if they choose not to, must submit an alternative. Admission Committee, and all submitted automatically admitted

Submitted test scores will be considered along with all the materials will be considered. The Admission they:

information provided in a student’s application to make a Committee consists of experienced faculty and 1. Have a cumulative

decision. Instead of submitting test scores, students can staff qualified to assess college readiness. high school GPA of 2.7

submit an essay answering a specific prompt. (or higher) ona 4.0
Cumulative grade point average, grade trend, scale.
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college preparatory curriculum (CADRs), and the
Application Statement OR test scores are used in
making an admission decision. Should the

Committee need additional information in order
to make a decision, a member of the Admissions
staff will contact the applicant.

Applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or
greater to be considered for admission.
Applicants must also meet the Core Academic
Distribution Requirements (CADRs) to be
admitted.

2. Complete a series of
required high school
classes.

Students still have to
submit their
application, final
transcripts (after
graduation), and ACT or
SAT scores or
alternative. Students
with a lower GPA
and/or missing CADRs
go through holistic
review.

University of
Washington,
Seattle (UW
Seattle)

Test Not Required. Students not be disadvantaged for
sending low scores or for not sending scores. When reading
applications, the reviewers will not see test scores, if
provided. However, test scores that fall above UW's middle
50% (see the freshman profile for more information:
https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/by-the-
numbers/ ) may be considered for a handful of students
who may not otherwise be admitted.

Academic preparation and achievement are
some of the most important factors when it
comes to holistic review and include:

- An overall strong level of academic
achievement, as demonstrated by grades and
rigor of curriculum.

- Taking advantage of college-preparatory
courses during high school, such as Advanced
Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB),
Running Start or college in the high school; or
academic subjects beyond the minimum
required for college entrance.

- Taking full advantage of the senior year

N/A
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- Demonstrating a positive grade trend.
Personal achievements and characteristics may

include:

- Demonstrating a commitment to community
service and leadership

- Exercising significant responsibility in a family,
community, employment situation or through
activities

- Attaining a college-preparatory education
despite economic disadvantage (Washington
state residents only)

- Demonstrating cultural awareness or unique
perspectives or experiences.

University of
Washington
Tacoma (UW
Tacoma)

Test -optional. Students don’t have to submit test scores,
and must submit an alternative personal statement &
activity log, regardless of test submittal.

As part of the application, applicants must
complete an activities log that describes up to
five of the most significant activities they have
participated in during grades 9 through 12. The
list should include activities, skills, achievements

or qualities from any of the following categories:

- Leadership in or outside of school (e.g.,
athletics, student government, cultural clubs,
band, scouting, community service,
employment)

- Activities in which you have worked to better
your school or community

- Exceptional achievement in an academic field
or artistic pursuit

N/A
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- Personal endeavors that enrich the mind (e.g.,
independent research or reading, private dance
or music lessons, weekend language/culture
school)

Applicants must explain why this activity had
meaning for them, their highest level of
achievement or honor they attained, any
responsibilities they had, and the contribution
they believe they made to their school,
community or organization.

Applicants are also required to complete a
Personal Statement as part of their freshman
application. This is a critical part of the
application, both for admission and scholarship
consideration. Content, as well as the form,
spelling, grammar, and punctuation will be
considered. The personal statement should tell
reviewers about the aspects of the applicants
life that are not apparent from their academic

record.
University of Test Optional. Students may still include test results with UW Bothell uses an individualized application N/A
Washington, their applications, but there’s no disadvantage for opting review more typically found at smaller private
Bothell (UW out. UW Bothell’s holistic approach to admission also universities and colleges. In addition to grade-
Bothell considers extracurricular activities, the content of a point average (GPA) and test scores, UW Bothell
personal statement and the quality of that writing, as well takes into account many aspects of an

as social and economic factors such as whether an applicant | applicant's achievements and personal history.
comes from a low-income neighborhood or is a veteran or UW Bothell's holistic review process takes into
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an adult returning to college.

If a standardized test was taken, however, enrolling
students will be asked to submit scores for research
purposes.

consideration the following:

- Academic Preparation

- Academic Performance

- Personal Characteristics

- Achievements

- Extracurricular Activities

- Personal Achievements & Characteristics
Personal achievements and characteristics can
also indicate promise to benefit from and
contribute to the UW Bothell. These include:

- Demonstrating a commitment to community
service and leadership

- Exercising significant responsibility in a family,
community, employment, or through activities
- Attaining a college-preparatory education in
the face of significant personal adversity,
economic disadvantage, or disability

- Demonstrating cultural awareness or unique
perspectives or experiences

- Demonstrating notable tenacity, insight,
originality, or creativity

Washington

State University
WSU) - All

Campuses

Test Blind. SAT or ACT scores are no longer required when
applying to WSU and the board also recommended they
stop being used in considering students for scholarships and
tuition waivers.

U.S. high school
students who:

- Are ranked in the top
10 percent of their high
school class OR

- Who have a
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cumulative GPA of 3.60
or better (on 4.0 scale)
are assured admission
to WSU. Students still
need to complete an
application before WSU
can offer admission. A
complete application
includes the application
form and a copy of the
high school transcript.

Western
Washington
University
(Western)

Test Optional. Students are not required to submit test
scores to apply for admission. If they choose to submit
scores, Western will consider them as part of their holistic
review process of all application material. Materials for
review include transcripts, activities resume, essay, and
personal statements.

Every application for admission will receive full
consideration for Admissions and merit scholarships,
independent of whether Western has a test score on file for
the applicants. Applicants planning to apply to Western's
Honors Program, or who are you interested in the Woodring
College of Education, should know that test scores will be
considered as part of those programs’ review processes.

Materials Western reviews in the application
process includes:

- Transcripts: Grade trends and level and
difficulty of courses are the most significant
factors in Western’s admission decisions.

- Activities resume: The activities list helps
reviewers understand how the applicant spends
their time. Applicants provide a list of their most
meaningful activities and achievements in high
school, including community involvement,
volunteer experience, employment, athletics,
extracurricular clubs, arts, family responsibilities,
or special awards and recognition.

- Essay: The essay is an applicant’s chance to give
a snapshot of who they are—voice, experiences,
goals. The essay is reviewed for both admission

N/A
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and scholarship purposes.

- Personal statements.

Reviewers are looking for applicants who are
academically prepared and will actively
contribute to Western’s campus community and
use a holistic approach when reviewing
applications. Their review process also considers
school and community involvement, special
talent, multicultural experiences, strength of
character, and personal circumstances.
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